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HOW MUCH IS ENOUGH? 

RABBI AMY SCHEINERMAN 

The incomparable George Carlin is fondly remembered for his iconic 
"A Place for My Stuff'' routine: 

That's the whole meaning of life, isn't it? Trying to find a place 
for your stuff. That's all your house is-your house is just a place 
for your stuff .... That's all your house is; it's a pile of stuff with a 
cover on it ... a place to keep your stuff while you go out and get 
more stuff. Sometimes you've gotta move, you've gotta get a bigger 
house. Why? Too much stujf!1 

Carlin was addressing a concern limited to affluent people prior to the 
, advent of industrialism, but since then to a far broader swath of society. 
{An early warning flare of the corrosive nature of materialism was raised 
rby the early twentieth-century British economic historian and social 
critic R. H. Tawney, who coined the term "the acquisitive society" 

title a book in which he claimed that capitalism and the modern 
dustrial society promote selfish individualism and fuel insatiable 
aterialism.2 He further argued that highly skewed income distribu
n in a society "diverts energy from the creation of wealth to the 
ltiplication of luxuries, so that, for example, while one-tenth of 
people of England are overcrowded, a considerable part of them 
engaged ... in making rich men's hotels, luxurious yachts, and 
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